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Brentsville
Courthouse
Looks Like a
Million Bucks

Restoration Returns
Luster to Historic Gem

By Nick Mirorr
Washington Post Staff Writer

Residents looking for a diversion from
the 9-to-5, the grueling commute — the
whole 21st century, really — might con-
sider a trip to the historic Brentsville
Courthouse, a short drive and nearly 200
years removed from the bustle of the new
Prince William County.

Activities celebrating the grand open-
ing of the recently refurbished 1822
courthouse will continue today in Brents-
ville from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. with demon-
strations of Civil War-era life. But the
main draw is the redbrick courthouse,
fresh from a $1.2 million makeover.

“It’s a state-of-the-art restoration proj-
ect,” said Brendon Hanafin, director of
the county’s Historic Preservatwu Divi-
sion. “It will really give folks a chance to
understand how the court worked and
how the community lived during that
time period. Back then, you didn’t go to
Tysons Corner. The courthouse was the
center of the community,” Hanafin said.

The building is one of several on the
Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre
site, which preservation officials plan to
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The Brentsville Courthouse on Bristow Road recently underwent a $1.2 million makeover, Above
kﬂ,ﬂnbﬂlﬁnsuﬁhﬂpﬁw&(&pﬂﬁdunﬂinﬂdﬂlnmm

continue developing as a tourism attrac-
- tion and educational center, The 25-acre
site on Bristow Road includes an 1822
jail, an 1870s church and a one-room
schoolhouse built in 1928, About a dozen
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people live in a scattering of homes near-
by. Restoration of the church is complete,
but work is only beginning on the jail and
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